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Well it’s that time of year again.  The holidays are over, we all ate too much, some of us gained too much 
and we are making resolutions – one’s we’re “going to keep…this year.”  I hope that everyone was able to 
relax and enjoy the holidays, and that this new year brings joy and happiness to everyone on the lake!  
 

This is also the time of year to look forward to vacation plans, boating preparation, spring events and 
“clean-up “parties” – and, of course, the direction that our community chooses to grow in 2008.  This is also 
a friendly reminder that it is time for your 2008 membership dues.  Last November, the Board asked for a 
membership vote to approve a new “fiscal year” for the Association:  January to December.  This is for tax 
reasons and was requested by our Treasurer, allowing time to prepare for that April tax deadline that we all 
love to hate.  For those of us who joined or renewed in April of last year, there is a grace period until April 
1st this year for membership dues.  But, as of next year, the Board hopes to have everyone on schedule for 
January dues, then we’ll offer boat ramp keys any time after April each year.  Dues remain at 2007 levels: 
 

�� Individual (one vote) -  $25  
�� Family (two votes) -  $40 
�� Ramp Key  -  $25 

 

Please note that boat ramp locks will be changed during the first weekend in April, as usual.  Everyone who 
currently has a key will be required to return it, in exchange for this year’s key.   NOTE:  Those signing up 
for a ramp key for the first time must be a LJCA member to apply for a boat ramp key.   There are two 
ways to pay dues:  
 

1) You can fill out the 2008 Membership Form, then bring it in to any scheduled LJCA general session 
meeting.  The next two meetings are on January 23rd and March 20th (every other month this year).   
Just give your form / payment to Marianne Jetten, our terrific Treasurer, before or after a meeting; or, 

 

2) Mail your membership form / payment to:  LJCA, 10450 Dumfries Rd., PMB #111, Manassas 20110    
 

If you need the 2008 Membership form, it was included in the December “Heron” and it’s enclosed with this 
issue.  The version on the www.lakejacksonva.com site is last year’s, but should be updated soon. If you 
need a boat ramp key this year, and want to pay for it along with your membership dues, please feel free to 
include it with your membership payment.  Boat Ramp Key distribution dates will be set at the next LJCA 
meeting on the 23rd.   
 

Here’s wishing everyone a happy and healthy new year! 
 

- Forrest Sheperd 
LJCA President� 
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We have a unique chance to “beautify” some areas 
on Lake Jackson, thanks to a generous soul!  
Dorothy "Dottie" Allen Jemison was a Lake Jackson 
property owner who left $10,000 in her will to the 
LJCA, specifically and only for beautification 
projects.  Our Association has about $8,000 (after 
taxes) for projects in areas like Big Beach:  a real 
playground that all Lake Jackson kids can enjoy? 
 

Dottie’s history:  
 

Ms. Jemison was born around 1916 in Macon, 
Georgia.  She lived a long life in the D.C. Metro area 
and sadly passed away in October, 2005.  Dottie 
moved to Washington, DC when she was six, after 
her mother, Ruth, and her father, Dr. Allen Jemison 
divorced in 1922.  Dottie's father re-married and had 
other children, however, Dottie was raised as an only 
child.  Dottie's mother moved to Georgetown in D.C. 
and opened a pastry shop. When Ruth saw a need 
for airline meals, she expanded her business to 
include lunches for flights out of a local airport.  At 
14, young Dottie would carry up to 30 to 40 brown-
bag lunches to the airport for hungry travelers.  
Ruth's deli / catering business continued to grow into 
a prosperous business. Dorothy's mother was among 
the first, if not THE first, to provide in-flight meals, 
according to a family friend who spoke to us. 
 
Once Dottie finished school, she began her career 
with the Government, becoming a recruiter for the 
U.S. Navy during World War II.  She was a single, 
career woman who invested wisely. Dottie purchased 
her first Manassas area property in 1954.  Then, in 
1971, she purchased properties on Maple Avenue 
and Haire Street in Lake Jackson. I spoke with Sue 
Vass, a family friend, who did not think that Dorothy 
ever lived on Lake Jackson.  Gary Larson bought her 
property on Haire Street in 1999.   
 
Dottie loved traveling and especially enjoyed helping 
others. After retiring from the government, she 
volunteered with numerous organizations.  As Dottie 
had done in life, she continued her generosity after 
passing away two years ago. While preparing for the 
disposition of her estate upon her death, Dottie was 
thoughtful, kind and generous to friends and 

organizations.  Although Ms. Voss does not think 
that Dottie lived here, Ms. Jemison knew Lake 
Jackson to be a special place.  So, she left a 
generous, (restrictive) gift to the Lake Jackson 
Citizens' Association “ and its members for 
beautification.”  To honor her wishes, we have a 
new LJCA committee that is focused on plans for 
beautification projects in the Lake Jackson 
community – and, that is seeking volunteers 
(below)! 
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With Dottie Jemison’s generous gift, the Lake 
Jackson Citizens’ Association wants to spend 
THOUSANDS of dollars making Lake Jackson a 
nicer place to live.  We need volunteers to join a 
new committee, offer creative and productive ideas 
to the Board and our members for spending this 
money.  Anyone interested in volunteering for a 
position on the Lake Jackson Beautification 
Committee  should come to the next Association 
meeting on January 23rd, or you can write to us at 
the: LJCA  -  10450 Dumfries Road, PMB #111, 
Manassas, VA  20110.  Be sure to include your 
name and phone or e-mail contact information.   
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F:  Our Road Committee(RC) has placed two speed 
bumps using our tax monies earmarked for the 
maintenance of Lake Jackson (LJ) roads.  Other 
speed bumps have been approved and more will 
follow at a price of $500 per. 
Q:   Shouldn’t this money by used for maintaining our 
roads? Is a speed bump ’maintenance”? Doesn’t the 
community have any say? Shouldn’t the community 
have been notifed? Is this proper without the consent 
of the LJCA, the owners of the road? Should every 
citizen who complains be entitled to a speed bump in 
front of their home? Who and how will additional 
speed bumps be decided? 
  
F:  Per the request of Prince William County’s Fire 
Chiet, there is a policy to NOT place speed bumps on 
public roads. For a street to be considered for other 
available calming measures with traffic, a community 
must have a 25 mph speed limit, or less, be a two-
lane roadway, have two homes per 1,000 feet, facing  
the street, have an average daily traffic of 600-4,000 
vehicles per day and have a documented speeding 
problem – where average speed is 30 mph or higher. 
Seventy-five percent of the occupied houses in the 
impacted area must also sign a petition requesting 
traffic calming measures. 
  
Q:  So why did the Board of Supervisors igore the 
protocols used for other County roads, when it comes 
to our private roadways?  Why would the safety 
concerns of the County’s Fire Chief not be applied to 
the LJ Commuity? What are the documented speeds 
and traffic volumes in LJ? What ever happened to the 
required documentation, or a petition procedure?   
  

F:  LJ traditionally consisted only of seasonal, second 
or week end homes.  Today, as LJ has become 
home to many families having several cars that 
throughout the day are continually coming and going.  
Q:  Are people just responding to just the general 
increase in traffic LJ which won’t be minimized by 
speed bumps? 
  

F:  LJ has spent a lot of money improving the 
drivability of and reducing the maintenance on our  
roads with tar and chip, only to spend more money to 
install speed bumps recently, that may reduce  
drivability and increase maintenance costs. 

Q:  Is this an intelligent approach? Does tar and 
chip increase speeding, as some have suggested in 
past community debates? 
  

F:  Speed bumps do slow down traffic.  
Q:  What about the rest of the community? Should 
we place a speed bump in front of every residence 
where it’s requested? How and who will decide the 
equitable placement of speed bumps at LJ?  

  

F:  What are the liability issues related to placing 
bumps on LJCA roads, if they’re too high, or not 
properly installed, or in maintaining them to 
accepted standards.  
Q:  Has the liability to LJCA even been considered? 
Is LJCA prepared to pay for any damage claims 
arising from the speed bumps, as the road/property 
owners? Is LJCA in a position to defend itself from 
any damage / liability actions? If the LJ Sanitary 
District is sued, will our tax money be used to pay 
any judgements? Will the County Attorney’s office  
represent LJCA? 
  

F:  Speed bumps have little effect on many vehicles 
such as SUVs and trucks that are common to LJ.   
Q:  Are speed bumps a waste of tax money since 
they have no effect on the types of vehicles 
common in our community? Was any evidence 
gathered before speed bumps were put into place? 
  

F:  Speed humps can create additional road 
maintenance costs because the road surface before 
and after a hump tends to develop potholes or 
subsidence in time.  Also, warning signs and 
painting such hazards must be maintained for 
liability reasons. Costs for snow removal will also 
increase. 
Q:  If we cannot adequately maintain the roads we 
have now, why are we spending valuable resources 
that would only increase future maintenance costs? 
  

 F:  A dust bowl was created after last spring’s 
grading of Lester Rd., since there was not enough 
money for needed gravel.  Other roads are muddy, 
dusty and have ruts and holes as well. 
Q:  Wouldn’t it be nice if the tax money collected to 
maintain our roads was used for better 
maintenance? Who benefited most from the 
placement of the speed bumps? Is it OK to use 
community money for the benefit of only a few 
individuals, without community notification?  
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F:  Speed bumps are generally not popular, and a 
survey showed that 74% polled disliked them. 
Q:  Why was nobody in the community notified or 
considered? Would proper notification only have 
brought opposition from 74% of the community, to 
address the personal wishes of some who appealed 
to our Road Committee, without public notice?    
 

F:   Bumps create additional hazards in winter.  
Plows lift and lower several feet before and after 
them, to avoid damage.  This leaves several feet of 
unplowed roadway that can compact into a 
dangerous condition. Cars can lose control, so extra 
costs and attention need to be taken in those areas.  
Q:  Whose responsibility will it be to ensure that  
speed bumps do not create dangerous conditions; 
our Board, the Road Committee or the County? How 
much extra will it cost for adequate snow removal? 
  

F:  Speed bumps can be a nuisance to those with 
medical conditions, such as back complications, 
transplants, the elderly with osteoporosis, or who’ve 
had major operations, or a head injury.  It is not  
practical advice for persons with medical conditions 
to avoid speed bumps, or to just slow down, because 
they may not be driving themselves in LJ. 
Q:  Have the elderly and handicapped in LJ been 
considered in the process? Will the speed bumps 
already in place impact citizens with medical issues? 
   

F:  According to VDOT, a street is eligible for a traffic 
calming measure if the following are met; a two-lane 
roadway at 25 mph or less; an average of speeding 
at 5 mph over the posted speed; a petition signed by 
at least 75 % of community; a minimum of 12 
dwellings fronting the street per 1,000 feet apart; and, 
support data showing a street functional classification 
with average daily traffic volumes, average speed, 
descriptions of impacted areas, and a petition with 
signatures. 
 Q:  Why was there no support data as required in all 
other jurisdictions? Where are the petitions? Why did 
the County not follow VDOT protocol?  (Editors Note:  
We are a non-compliant, non-VDOT road and may 
not be subject to state road protocols.) 
 

 F:  Speed bumps are a physical measure that our 
courts have ruled to be patently unsafe, when applied 
to most public streets (Vickburg v. Harrellton).  
Courts have ruled against the use of speed bumps by 

a private association.  This ruling was that speed 
bumps were a nuisance, based on testimony that 
emergency vehicles could be delayed up to three 
minutes in their response time – and, that the delay 
can cause serious injury, loss of life, or increased 
property damage. They also ruled that the use of 
the speed bumps obstructed a plaintiffs' right-of-way 
in derogation of their property rights.  Others found 
that speed bumps (again used on certain private 
roads) constituted an absolute public nuisance.  
Again, this is largely based on fire and police chiefs’ 
testimonies – that there would be a delay in 
response time as well as testimony by emergency 
medical personnel that patients could be in danger 
of suffering additional injury if treatment  continued 
while EMS drivers navigating community speed 
bumps. (ITE Journal, May 1980, “Speed Bumps 
Enjoined in Connecticut”, p. 16).  
  

F:  There is evidence that speed bumps lower 
property values, or have little effect on speeding 
drivers. There is no evidence that they add value to 
a community.  Since studies show that up to 74% 
polled are against speed bumps in general.  It 
appears more likely that people may not want to   
buy a home in a community with speed bumps. 
 

- A Concerned Lake Jackson Homeowner 
 

EDITORS’ NOTE:  “The Heron” does not advocate for 
this article – it is an editorial.  The best way to learn 
more about the facts is to attend a LJCA Board, or a 
Road Committee meeting.  Requests for signs stating 
“Children At Play”  vs. any other speed bumps was an 
alternative on the table at the last Road meeting, along 
with written notification to all in Lake Jackson in the 
future.  LJCA owns the roads, so the Association has 
liability concerns, but this is an unresolved issue that is 
under review both with our RC & LJCA folks.  They are 
involved LJ homeowners too! 
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Help Wanted:  Correspondence Secretary Spot on Boar d:   If you are willing to volunteer a little time each 
month, we need YOU!  Just send your information to me at  ljcapres@verizon.net, or come to the next general 
Board meeting and let us know that you’re interested in helping your community!   
 

 -  Forrest Sheperd, LJCA President 
 

Let’s Meet!:  Board meetings are being moved to the third WEDNESDAY of the month – that’s every other 
month starting in January.  This is partly due to a band practicing on Thursday nights in the Bingo Hall;  it’s cool to 
listen to their great tunes, but it’s hard to hear each other.  Also, Lee Edgerly and others we’ve missed, who have 
Thursday night commitments, may be able to join us again!   
 

PREVIEW:�� Tom Musso, our friendly neighborhood flotilla guru for the local U.S. Coast Guard Auxilliary, is back 
next month.  In February’s issue, he’ll describe online classes that you can take at home (in your bunny slippers 
this winter).  Most boat insurance companies offer discounts to boaters who successfully complete one of these 
classes.  More importantly, Tom’s suggested online classes meet new Virginia boating education requirements. 
 

“Heronslist.com:”    How would everyone like a “trade your stuff” website / e-mail source – for those of us buying 
and selling everything from baubles to boats on LJ?  It could be like a www.craigslist.com, but better because we 
can buy and sell with / from neighbors, savin on gas $$$ chasing down “D.C. area” items.  Just e-mail us at 
ljcapres@verizon.net, if you’re interested.  This may help those of us in withdrawal from Kris Forness’s last yard 
sale at the firehouse! 
 

Lake Jackson - Defined (courtesy of Richard Truax &  the www.lakejacksonva.com ):  The roads of 
Lake Jackson have been topic of discussion in the community for many years.  Until recently,  all of the roads were 
owned by Lake Jackson Hills, Inc., the company that was formed to develop the original lakeside community.  For 
many years the maintenance of the roads was more-or-less left up to the community’s homeowners.   In the early 
1990's, the Lake Jackson Sanitary District was formed to allow the county to collect taxes to pay for road 
maintenance. Currently, the tax rate for the Sanitary District is $0.11/$100.00 of assessed value.  This generates a 
yearly budget of approximately $120,000 for the maintenance of the roads. The purpose of the Road Committee is 
to recommend how these funds are spent for road improvements, snow removal, etc.  The Committee meets on 
the third Tuesday at 7:30p, every other month this year , at the LJVFD Fire House.  Lake Jackson taxpayers 
can attend the meetings to comment (graciously, please) on the various proposals and concerns.  Road 
Committee meetings also will be published on the LJ website above, will appear in the community calendar, and 
reminder signs are usually set out on Cobb, McGrath, or other main roads.  Current Road Committee members 
have changed recently, but they can usually be found on our website.  Each member represents a specific area 
within the Sanitary District and not on their home road, typically, for conflict of interest reasons.  They are 
responsible for reporting information about their area to the Committee. To see a map of the SIX Road Committee 
areas go to the website above, select “Organizations” on the Home page, then “Road Committee” on the left 
banner.  To leave a (reasonable) message, or your questions, for a Prince William County civil engineer, you can 
call (703) 792-7480.  You can also email the Road Committee at roads@lakejacksonva.com , and someone will 
get back to you.  Just mention your name, phone or e-mail information, and your area of concern, so that they can 
have a map ready when they return your call.   NEXT MONTH:  The LJCA Board – It’s mission!   
 

 

-  All above:  Editors�
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO  
 

SEEING YOU AT THE  
 

JANUARY 23 RD MEETING! 
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